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A case of isolated blood stream infection caused by Cryptococcus neoformans
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Though Cryptococcus neoformans has been found to infect any organ of the human body, the lung and CNS were the most common sites of infection. Here, 
we present isolated blood steam infection (BSI) by C. neoformans in HIV-negative patient. If you receive an interim report that yeast grows in blood cul-
ture, most expect it to be Candida. However, care must be taken to select an empirical antifungal agent because echinocandins are inactive against 
Cryptococcus. A 70-year-old woman was admitted to our hospital with respiratory distress due to pneumonia and pleural effusion. She had complicated 
DM (nephropathy and blind with retinopathy) and history of hyperosmolar hyperglycemic state 2 months ago (Hba1c=14.7%). During 3 months of broad 
spectrum antibiotic treatment, yeast grew in blood culture (differential time to positivity=7 hours 40 mins) performed on the 91st hospital day (HD). We 
started caspofungin which was replaced with liposomal amphotericin B (LAB) two days later, because yeast was identified as C. neoformans using 
VITEK-II® system (bioMérieux, Marcy L'Etoile, France) and MALDI-TOF (bioMérieux, Marcy L'Etoile, France). We suspected catheter related BSI and 
recommended removal of the central venous catheter (CVC), but the clinical status of the patient was unstable and the CVC was removed only at the 96th 
HD. Blood culture was negative on the 4th day of LAB administration, but she died on the 101st HD. After she died, carbapenem-resistant Acinetobacter 
baumannii and Enterococcus faecium were identified in the blood culture performed on the day of death. There was no evidence of meningoencephalitis in 
the Brain MRI and CSF study, and no Cryptococcus was ever cultured in sputum and CSF. 
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Campylobacter fetus meningitis associated with kissing a pet dog in a young adult
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The most common causes of community-acquired Bacterial meningitis in young adults are nasopharyngeal bacterial flora such as Streptococcus pneumo-
niae or Neisseria meningitidis. Campylobacter fetus is a zoonotic pathogen with primary reservoir of intestinal tracts in castle and sheep, and is an ex-
tremely rare pathogen of bacterial meningitis in immunocompetent adults. Recently, we experienced a case of bacterial meningitis caused by 
Campylobacter fetus in a young adult. The patient strongly denied close contact with domestic animals or raw animal products. The route of transmission in 
our case is considered to be associated with kissing a pet dog. This case suggests that pet dogs could be a reservoir for zoonotic infections and pet owners 
should be educated on zoonotic disease risk and prevention.




