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A Prospective Phase il Study of Docetaxel and Capecitabine Combination Chemotherapy
in patients with Advanced Stomach Cancer (preliminary results)
Jong Sin Lee*, Yeon Hee Park, Seong-Jun Choi, Baek-Yeol Ryoo, Heung Tae Kim
Department of Internal Medicine, Korea Cancer Center Hospital, Seoul, Korea

Backgrounds: Capecitabine and docetaxel have considerable single-agent activity in stomach cancer. Capecitabine
and docetaxel have distinct mechanisms of action and no overlap of key toxicities. Synergistic interaction between
capecitabine and docetaxel mediated by taxane-induced upregulation of thymidine phosphorylase.

Purpose: We investigated the activity and the feasibility of docetaxel and capecitabine combination chemotherapy in
patients with previously untreated advanced stomach cancer.

Patients and Methods: From September 2001 to August 2002, 34 patients with metastatic or recurred stomach
cancer received 21-day cycles of oral capecitabine 1250 mg/m' po. twice daily on days 1 to 14 plus docetaxel 75 mg
/™ iv. on day 1. We planned maximum 6 cycles of chemotherapy in patients with response or stable disease.
Results: The median age of the patients was 54 years (range, 33-73). The male and female ratio was 1:1. The 34
patients were enrolled. Of these 34 patients, 23 patients were eligible for response, and 26 patients were eligible for
toxicity evaluation underwent 114 cycles of chemotherapy. Median number of cycles was 4. The overall response rate
was 74% {(95% ClJ., 56 - 92%). Median time to progression and median overall survival were not reached. The
major toxicities were hand-foot syndrome and leukopenia. Grade 3 and 4 leukopenia occurred in 5% and 3%
respectively. However, febrile neutropenia occurred only in 3 cases. Garde W hand-foot syndrome was common
(52%), and the patients with this toxicity were not able to tolerate further chemotherapy.

Conclusion: The docetaxe! and capecitabine combination chemotherapy in patients with advanced stomach cancer

was active but, the incidence of hand-foot syndrome was relatively high.
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Neoadjuvant Chemotherapy with 5-fluorouracil and Cisplatin and Concurrent Irradiation
followed by Surgery in Locally Advanced Esophageal Cancer
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