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PATIENTS WITH EXTENSIVE DISEASE SMALL CELL LUNG CANCER :
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BACKGROUND: Based on the synergistic interactions with a concomitant administration, we evaluated the
efficacy and toxicity of weekly irinotecan and cisplatin combination in patients with extensive disease(ED)-
small cell lung cancer (SCLC). METHODS: Eligible patients with previously untreated ED-SCLC were trea-
ted with irinotecan 90 mg/m’ and cisplatin 50 mg/m2 (Dose level I, 6 patients) intravenously on days 1 and 8
of a 21-day cycle. One of the first 6 patients treated at dose level 1 died of sepsis with severe diarrhea and
the other two patients refused further treatment due to declining performance status. Since then, the next 17
patients treated at dose level II (irinotecan 80 mg/m’ and cisplatin 40 mg/m®), RESULTS: Among the 23 pa-
tients included in this analysis, there were 18 men and 5 women with median age of 61 years, ECOG PS
0/1/2/3 of 16/4/2/1. The median number of cycles administered was 5(range, 1-6). Overall objective response
rates at dose level I and II were 50% (CR 2, PR 1) and 88.2% (CR 1, PR 14), respectively. Toxicities at dose
level I and II were; grade 4 febrile neutropenia 33.3% and 0.6% (overall 17.4%), grade 3 anemia 0% and 52.9
% (overall 39.1%), grade 4 anemia 16.6% and 29.4% (overall 13%). Grade 3 diarrhea occurred in 16.6% and
17.7% (overall 13%), respectively. There were 2 treatment-related deaths due to prolonged myelosuppression
and diarrhea among dose level I patients (one after the first course, the other after the 5th course).
CONCLUSION: The weekly irinotecan and cisplatin combination showed promising anti-tumor activity for
chemotherapy —naive ED-SCLC. Although the dose level I was too toxic, dose level Il (irinotecan 80 mg/m2
and cisplatin 40 mg/mz) was reasonably well tolerated but with significant anemia. Further accrual is in

progress. (Irinotecan was provided by Aventis Korea).
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