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Since a nation-wide childhood vaccination with tetanus toxoid, telanus has become a rare disease in South
Korea. However, very little attention has been paid to adult immunization for tetanus. Thus, lhe risk for tetanus may
increase with age.

We recently experienced 14 cases of adult tetanus in a universily hospital during a 17-month period. Ten
patients (71 %) were female, and 9 (64 %) were aged 70-87 years. All patients did nol have a reliable vaccination
history against tetanus within 10 years before onset of disease. Fleven patients (78 %), who sustained acute injury,
did not seek medical care for their wound and receive the prophylaxis for tetanus. A farmer was the most frequent
occupation {92 % of patients). Tetanus was diagnosed initiaily in only 8 patients (57 %). Three patients developed
laryngeal spasm and three patients showed arrhythmia, but all patients survived.

These cases show that recently occurring tetanus in South Korea is a disease affecting lhe elderly and female
who may have a lower immunity against tetanus, and farmer who is likely o be exposed to Clostridium tetani. In
addition, diagnosis of tetanus is often delayed in area where cases are seen infrequently. Therefore, improved
education among patients and physicians, emphasizing anti-tetanus immunization and awareness of letanus

respectively, may be essential for the prevention of disease and reduction of its mortality.

—216 —

Aeromonas 839 943 54 2 A8
A, A, AU%e, $E2Y, FAL
LAqEE AT HEFYE Y Fgus
BA: Aderomonas TEFL SEAT 2¥E Aode NFgEo L Ffo|uh AYAl T2 HAdA REH
Acromonas 7Y% 944 834 9 4% g AYPAANT 245 YF N2 =& Tz HYrh
WU 1991895 H 2000871 %) A &£F3GH AN Aeromonas TEFLE AE WUYH FAEL R RIS
& ez PARgY dARATEY AT EAYY AR, 7|AIH, nLE HAAG, B R AXE A
dth
A3 ARz 18248 HF ol 539482 FaHET%I Bt A AES hA o) 8912 MY Wetn
HEA I S5ell, Fxew 209, @AY 209, nYY 1340|%i). Lel® T Aeromonas hydrophilia 150,
Aeromonas sorbia 149}, Aeromonas cavige 791191tk A QAL 85 BHEL 115063 2%)H T UL HE 674
(36.8%)°1% k. AYAY A A$e) Z]AREo| APl BRATL(p=0017), FLZIA AL dAge] ¥
tHp=0.001). WEL D2 A+ ceftriaxone®] Aol FAHUL(P=0.024), AYAL2 Fge] HEA &(p=0.024)°
U oA A (p=001T)9} e §PFo] ¥ T 2, F 23 ATEL Aejrt Y AATE €71
Aol AYA A2E AL viFPA Fo] FFRAFEE ¥ ATl -lactam ¥AAA 9} aminoglycosided] HELHLS
gEZa¥d v# A7 Ao nAE FHL AAHE>0.05). ALTES 34.1%010 2 65AHl0)d 8] ¥ (p=0.013), 9
Z3 749 (p=0017), AYA &(p<001), A A3 (p<0.01), T4 ANEH(p<0.0De] AL flH_AN AT
AE: Aeromonas TUFEL qAGo) Qv FAGM 2GAL3 Zdol watn Ay FaeA HUFgel B¢t
o}, 654 o)43e] 1¥, @23 FY, WBAY & A, A¥Ae] Fut® FHol Ade] BT HAA B8

B Fyo] gleng Ffde] A YA dE22 AR}e o] F§ e ARIY,

-S IH4-



