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Validation of a Korean Version of the Fibromyalgia Impact Questionnaire

Yun-A Kim”, Shin-Seck Lee

Department of Internal Medicine, Chonnam National Universily Medical School

Objective To transiate the Fibromyalgia !mpact Questionnaire (HQ) into Korean and lo evaluate ils reliabitity and
validity for the use of Korean speaking palients with fibromyaigia (FM).

Methods After lranslation into Korean, We administered the HQ o 38 patients with #FM (31 patients filled out the
questionnaire 7 days later) together with a Korean version of the Health Assessment Questionnaire (HAQ) and
Symptom  Checklist-90-Revision (SCL-90-R). A tender point counl (TPC} was calculated from lender points
conducted by thumb palpation. As well as sociodemographic characleristics, the severity of relevant clinical
symptoms today, eg. pain intensity, fatigue, and morning sliffness, were assessed by 10cm visual analog scales
(VAS). Test-retest reliability was assessed using Spearman correlations, and internal consistency was evaluated wilh
Cronbach’s alpha coefficient of reliability. Construct validity was evaluated by correlating the HQ items with the
severity of clinical symptoms (VAS), the TPC and the subscales of the SCL-90-R.

Results The Mean age of the 38 patients was 45.8 years (range 16-62 yrs) and the mean disease duration was 0.7
years (range 0-2 yrs). Test-retest reliability was between 0.335 and 0.746 (total 0.549) for the physical functioning
as well as for the total FIQ and ather components. Cronbach's alpha was 0.621 for FIQ1 (first assessment) and
0.649 for FQ2 (second assessment), indicating acceptable levels of internal consistency for both assessments.
Correfation between FIQ and HAQ scores was 0.503, which was statistically significant. Significant correlations were
obtained between the FIQ, the severity of clinical symptoms, and the subscales of the SCL-90-R.

Conclusion The Korean HQ is a reliable and valid instrument for measuring health stalus and physical functioning

in Korean patients with FM.
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