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Tuberculosis incidence with Infliximab in korean patients with chronic autoimmune
diseases-Predictive value of Tuberculin test and Chest radicgraph and Effectiveness of
Tuberculosis  prophylaxis regimen
Chungl  Joung*, Tae-Young Kang, Hye-Soon Lee, Wan-Sik Uhm, Tae-Hwan Kim,

Jae-Bum Jun, Dae-Hyun Yoo, Think-You Kim, Sang-Cheol Bae
The Hospital for Rheumatic Diseases, Hanyang University , Seoul, Korea
Objective: We assessed the tuberculosis incidence in  korean patients treated with infliximab and its
association with tuberculin test (TT) and chest radiograph  (CXR) findings before infliximab treatment.
Patients and Methods: 120 patients (female 64, male 96, mean age=39.5/ RA 62, AS 43, JRA 10,
AQOSD 1, Behcet disease 1, Polymyositis 2, Rhupus 1) treated with infliximab were included. Mean
follow up duration was 2059 days and mean frequency of infusion was 37 times. For five
patients with strong positive TT reactions showing vesicular formation, we introduced Tbc prophylaxis

regimens.
Results: TT was positive in 32 of 96 patients (33.3%). Old Tbe scar (fibrostreaky, contracted, or
nodular lesions) on CXR was found in 6 of 120 patients (5.00). Infliximab  treatments were

stopped in 9 patients (7.5% of 120). Of them, 7 patients stopped treatment because of infections
including 2 Tbc (Tbc incidence was 0032 /PY). Two patients inflicted with Tbc had initially normal
CXRs and negative TTs. In  another two patients  with active - pulmonary Tbe prior to  infliximab
treatment. Tbc lesions were well controlled and improved by anti-Tbc medications during  infliximab
treatment. '

Conclusions: In Korea, CXR findings and TT results might not have a predictive value of Thc
infection during infliximab treatment,
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