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Interstitial pneumonia is associated with the severity of disease in patients with scrub typhus
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Interstitial pneumonia frequently occurs in scrub typhus, but clinical significance of interstitial pneumonia is not well known.
This study was designed to evaluate interstitial pneumonia as a marker of severity of disease in patients with scrub typhus. We
evaluated the relationship between the interstitial pneumonia and clinical parameters representing the severity of disease in 101
patients with scrub typhus. The patients were divided into two groups based on the presence of interstitial pneumonia; group I (no
interstitial pneumonia), group I1 (presenceof interstitial pneumonia). And then, we compared the clinical parametefs representing
the severity of disease and other chest radiographic findings between the two groups. Of the total 101 patients, 49 patients
(48.5%) were categorized as group I, 52 patients (51.4%) as group 1I. Group II had a higher rate of incidence in episode of
hypoxia, hypotension, hypoalbuminemia, albumin replacement than did group 1. Group II tended to have a higher rate of incidence
of acute renal failure and death. Group II had a higher rate of incidence of pleural effusion, focal atelectasis, cardiomegaly,
pulmonary alveolar edema, and hilar lymphadenopathy. In conciusion, our data suggest that interstitial pneumonia frequently

occurs in patients with scrub typhus and its presence is associated with the disease severity of scrub typhus.
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