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Alveolar soft part sarcoma of the lung and pleura
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Alveolar soft part sarcoma (ASPS) is a rare tumor, of unknown histogenesis, usually seen in young adults, and that commonly presents in
the soft tissue of the lower limbs. We describe a case of ASPS of the lung and pleura in a 58-year-old man lacking evidence of a primary
soft-tissue tumor elsewhere at the time of initial diagnosis. A computed tomography (CT) scan showed two large enhanced pleural masses,
with pleural effusion, in the left hemithorax, and a pulmonary nodule in the left upper lobe (LUL). Additional radiological examinations,
including both brain CT and a whole-body positron emission tomography (PET) scan, failed to find any extrapulmonary lesion. Surgical
excision of the pleural masses, with wedge-resection of the pulmonary nodule, was performed. Gross findings revealed a bilobate solid mass
in the pleura 6.0x4.0x2.2 cm in dimensions, and a soft-tissue fragment in the LUL. Pathological examination disclosed an overall organoid
or nesting pattern, within which focal areas exhibited pseudoalveolar characteristics; tumor cells were bordered by sinusoidal vascular channels
with PAS-positive granules, thus suggestive of ASPS.
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